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DEVELOPMENTS

San Antonio Corrals Big Business Bucks

Hy NEAL TEMIMIN
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NOTHE WiHDE some 15 nules noribesl ol

Idn‘:nhlwn, the call of Biiginess |5 being heard,
Capital Group Cos., Los Angeles, which op-

ernies the American [amily of muieal [onds,
judns the thrift World Savings, televishon-shop-
plrng comeem GV [ne. arl a growlng number
of ahier [irms that have located felemarketing
cofiters e, Nearly all are coming o affuend
nerihwest San Anbonio, where corporale cam:
jiiEeR are springing up likee wildowers in Lhe
oak-powvered hills, helping translorm Dhis omnee
cleeqny mullitary b,

CYoTE EOing M seE i magr economige oor-
il and here,” predicts Marty Wender, the
bigpest developer in the rapslly growing Wesi-
wver Hille apea, where Copital Group i buikling a
i, 00-snsare-fool. buikling, Yet, Mr, Wemder re-
callg ilmat pssople “laughed™ ot him im fbe early
1usrs when e Crst boughl land aut bere b i
seppned & [ar removed,

For deciickes, San Antosdo didn't need to warry all
el much aboul courting pew comanies, 18 Enew i@
could tvunt i stesdy growih from it five mililony
Bapseg el dbriving fourisr mglustry, Thee resill was
Ehaet Dalkas somd Howston shof right by sam gndone,
the stade’s higgest cily a8 recenily as ihe 103 To
thuy, the greater San Anbonio arei bas a pogalation of
1.5 railidom peopde, while the Hinsion amd Dallas-Fort
Worll areas each hanee mone than 4 million pesple.

Now Sam Amlondn is aggressively encousiging -

Flpds Faroddwsa

porate relocations, aml the effors ame paying off. Em-
pleament ruse n kealihy 4% in thit past year. oipdae:
i el pob growdh of 225 in the Sane period.
Amsomg ihe cily's appeals: mexpensgive Bousing
and (re oeation on lmlersfatie 35, the main arlery
into_Mexico, San Antondo has heen licing an 16
creasing mimber of firms doing business in Me ko,
especially simve the passuge of the North American
Free Trade Arreemend. Takata Corp., a major seal-
telt supplier, this vear opened o small plant o
Westover Hills fo produce metal components ibat

will ke arsemiied imbo seal belis in Mexico,
San Anlomiie's higest allraction b0 coiploeers,
Femeser, i chenp nnd ample bor. Thivty-tkree
prercent of We ppueintion is less fan 20 veais
ailel, comnpsrredl Do 25 nationally, according te
economist Patrick Howle of Regional Finan-
cial Amsoeintez, based in Wesl Chester, Fa
This means thal tens of thousands of new
workers enfer Uhe San Anloale work Toree
every year, Thal has helped the eify aftract
businesses, such as lelemarieling renlbers
A estimabes] 16,000 San Antonkans g work
in these centers and abmos all the jobs have
teen sdded since 1909, says Mario Hernan
dez, presidemt of the San Arioaio Econmmic
Developament Foumdngion, o mmpralil growg.
“Ham Antonlo B & very gl marked Toe
emghyees,” 2aya i spokesman for WinddCon
.. o Jckson, Miss., commnmicalions om-
pany. which & planning to sfari roastruchnn
ihis year an i campus=siyle call center porth of
the city that will nitimately smploy a8 many /s
Snm, Like tbe rest ool Texos, San Anbonio wos
ol with new oilioe construction in the 15705 amd
rels, The eity s gradunlly rended most of the
empty office space ami ils overall vacomey rale is
mere if D17, Monetbebess, anaual rents, which aver
age armamd $16 a squsare [ood in prame bildings, still
aren't sulficient G justily eopstruction of new specu-
lative office huildings.
lisstend, the ol Tice boinm in Sam Anlonio i2 eing
deennated by owner-oecenpied buildings, Swne are
grng an fhe Interstate 10 corcidor ninth of down-
v, which rums eighit through the middie of some
ol the city's moslt afflisent resklendial neighbor
hoids, Inberstale 1 as long bseen lome to the k-
np 5.2 million-squares i eslpaarers i TIRALL,
the rapldly prowing insuramc® company wilh nere
than 1000 smployees in the city. U3AA's reals
tate arm s deveboping ansther [6E-acre project
[arther north om Inderstafe 10 callsd La Caindera
thiekt Bisis rooan Soe meee tham £ millien square eet of
edlices. and oll refiner amd marketer, Ultcomar Di-
anenid Shamroek Corp,, which carrently rents of-
fiee apiee, B enstrocding o RS HE-square-fo
hesuliguariers bailding on Inferstate 10 pear the La
Cantery developmsent.
Bt Bl st dransslic iranslinmalim is ocoerring
im Wiestover Flills, which was wabeelopsl ranch nnd
il revenily, Mow, maore e 0 workers are eme
Miged there, amd that number will s@ell o BLUHEG
when the existing companges mish all the buiklings
jamiied om thedr land, Capital Gerouap, Toe example,
will have &0 eipkneees innlially in its new building
b ultimadely expects e have 1,300 Al these e
ot willl soon hidmg o Moy of residendind aml relail
rorslrictiog fa e stlilbread oren, pedicts deselped
Bk TaalTe, whe recently bl o shogping conler akng
Inlerstate 10,
CWhere the jubs are, ihe roodtaps follow,™ Mr.,
Infle savs, “Where the roaltops are, e shopping
b fallow,



